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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
COMING IN JULY 

 
WINNERS OF SOHO PHOTO’S 11TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
 

JULY 6— AUGUST 5, 2006 
 

 
First Place, Salvation Mountain (Vista) ©Alan Traeger 

 
 

OPENING RECEPTION: Thursday, July 6, 2006 
 
Hours: Thursday, 6-8 p.m., Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 1-6 p.m., and Wednesday, July 14, 6-8 
p.m. and by appointment 

 
Contact: Ed Gelabert at (718) 884-8475 or Ron Meisel at (718)797-2601 
 
New York, N.Y. – Soho Photo Gallery is pleased to announce that its July exhibition will 

feature the three winners of the Gallery’s 11th annual juried National Photographic  

Compet i t ion  as well as 34 other entries that were selected by juror Gerard Vezzuso who is a 

teacher, photographer, curator, and video artist. Vezzuso currently teaches photography at 

Teachers College, NYC’s School of Visual Arts, and the International Center of 

Photography. He was a recipient of a ‘Special Artist Grant’ from NYFA in 1999. 

For the 2006 competition, Vezzuso judged 302 entries, which consisted of 1,500 prints from 



36 states; the most entries came from New York, California, Massachusetts, New Jersey and 

Pennsylvania, but entries came from every region of the United States.   

The top three winners are:  

• First Place: Alan Traeger, Los Angeles, CA 

• Second Place: Garie Waltzer, Cleveland Heights, OH 
 
• Third Place: Jeremias Paul, Savannah, GA 

 

After reviewing all the entries and choosing the winners, Vezzuso said,  

“Looking at pictures is not new to me since I teach Photo Critique at the School of Visual 

Arts. I selected 37 images, which I hope represented the feeling in contemporary 

photography regardless of the subject matter. There are many portraits in the show and 

many people photographs, which I picked for their naturalness. There are some photographs 

you can call ‘landscapes’ but have a new sense of vision. Over all I looked for vision rather 

than subject. What did I eliminate? Travel photography and images that were manipulated in 

Photoshop to the point of not having any reason. It's difficult to make picks given the 

amount of entries and many good photos went by unnoticed. If I had to give advice to the 

entrants I would say, "proofs should be little versions of the real thing." 

 

 

#### 
 
Soho Photo Gallery has been showcasing a broad spectrum of imagery by emerging and veteran 
photographers since 1971. The Gallery is in New York’s historic TriBeCa district, three blocks south 
of Canal Street between West Broadway and Sixth Avenue. Subways: #1 to Franklin Street or the A, 
C, E, N, R or #6 to Canal Street. 
 


